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@ The heat damage
fo the tissue Is due to natural
decomposition,
notto some laserlike device.®

You've heard It all be-
fore: Herds of gallle
have been systematk-
cally, mutilaled by
aliens, who' swoop
down on deserted
pasturas in flying sau-
cers, do thair dirty
deeds, and disap-
pear. Ever since these
ciams emenged in the
Sixlies, debunkers
‘have swillly replied.
The: straight, desp
cuts” folind, on catile
ate Inflicted by wi-
«clous wild animals and
oults, thecrities sald,
As limie went on, even
masl. professional
UFDlogists—and Ihe
public—agrésd

But now thie debale
has been rfevived. Ag-
cording toaward-win-
fing filmmakey Linda
Mautton Howe, auther
ol the new book An Alilen Harvest, (he strange surgeries
could not have been performed by natural predators or by
humans, as the debunkers ciaim. To make her argwnent
Howe presents new case sludies with photos of mutilated
caltle. She includes interviews with farmers, ranchers, and
taw enforcement officials, as well as transcripts of hypnosis
sessions with UFQ abductecs, two.of whom claim to-have
wiinessed tha allens in the act Howe evan ciles what she
savs is government knowledge of these-events,

Her strongest evidence, however, (s a medical report on
tissue samples laken from five mutiialed animals last Marsh
Conducted by pathologist/hematologist John H, Altshuler of
the University. of Colbrado in Denvar, the regport found that
cuts wera made "dl a temparalure of at least three hundred
degress. Fahmnhel! In less than two minutes.”

"The report” Howe says, "confirme high heat, aswell as
rapid, pinpoint incisions that exclude: natural predators.”
Whal's more, she adds, "the laset equiprment needed for

UFO UPDATE

pinpoint high-heat
gxcisions of lissue:
can weigh more ihan
five hundred pounds,
take a team of ex-
perts to s&t up, and
teguirstremendous
power. The idea that
2 satanic cult could
be operating such
equipment streiches
my credibility much
more than does the
existence of alien life
forms.”

The skeptics do not
agree. Cornell veteri-
parian Jehn M. King
says that “every muti-
lation case I've seen
50 far has been gues-
tionable.” Besides, he
says, after studying
Altshuler's slides, he
believes that heat
damage in the tissue
is due to autolysis—
natural decomposition—not 1o a laserlike device. Daniel Ka-
gan, authar of Mute Evidence (Bantam, 1984), a book about
cattle mutiiation, conours. Howe's theory, he says, "is im-

possible o prove,”

Kenneth Remmigl, a former FB! agent and author of 2 297-
page federally lunded report on he subject, is skeptical as
well. Cattle mutitation claims, says Rommel, are “a bunchof
garbage, a bunch of very greative writing on the part of the
media, and a lot of statemenis made by law enforcement
officials and ofhers thal are tofally unsupporied by fact” In-
deed, Romrel's report, written in 1880 for the state of New
Mexico, foLind only ratural causes, including predator/scav-
enger action, al the root of mutilation claims.

But Howe Is slicking 1o her guins "Alienness is the very
hallmark ol the animal mutilations." she says, "Qver twenty-
two years very [ittle makes sense. This material should be
freated ctedibly, like any othar medical or science story.”

—PEGGY NOONAN
121



